Cirrhosis of liver, when fully established, precludes any chance of cure, and therapeutic measures are directed towards amelioration of the distressing symptoms. Of the three g oups of symptomatology due to parenchymal failure, excretory failure and portal obstruction (Him" sworth 1950), the last group attract the attention of the patients predominantly.
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The distended abdomen full of fluid with or without generalised swelling of the body demands immediate relief.
Portal obstruction due to intrahepatic fibrosis, hypoproteinaemia due to deficient function of the liver, accumulation of antidiuretic hormones in the body due to in-, adequate disposal by the liver and retention of sodium salt in the body due to not-definitelyknown causes, are responsible for ascites and oedema (Himsworth, 1950 , Karmachandani, 1951 . Portal (Hayward 1954) . Good results may be obtained "in chronic nephrosis, nephrotic type of glomerulo-nephritis and ascites due to cirrhosis and portal obstruction" (Goodman and Gilman, 1940) .
Intravenous injection of mercurial diuretic may cause sudden heart failure and very rarely sudden fatal coma may develop in twenty-four hours after mercurial injection.
Allerg'c reactions consisting of rash, fever, rigor etc. mny occur occasionally (Micks 1950) . In a ulc mercurial poisoning oliguria and anuria may occur (Goodman and Gilman, 1940 (Himsworth, 1950) . "Toxic substances absorbed from the bowel which the severely damaged liver has failed to destroy" (Luckes quoted by Hadfield, 1953) (Atkinson et al, 1954; Langon and Schemm, Patoon et al,) and for a period of 10 to 40 months (Eisenmenger, 1952) and that "albuminuria per se" is not a contra indication (Hayward 1954) , we should always be alive to such possibilities, as in this case.
The second case appears to be one of hypersensitivity to mercury.
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